
Historical Investigation 
Jewish Immigration to Maryland 

 
U.S. History State Curriculum: 
 
5.0 Content Standard:  History – Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs and 
themes; organize patterns and events; analyze how individuals and societies have 
changed over time in Maryland and the United States 
 
Expectation 5.1:  Students will demonstrate understanding of the cultural, economic, 
political, social and technological developments from Reconstruction to 1897. 
 
Unit:  RECONSTRUCTION AND AN EXPANDING AMERICA 
(RECONSTRUCTION – 1897) 
 
3.  Examine the economic, political and social impact of industrialization (5.1.3) 
 

b. Evaluate the impact of industrialization on regional development, settlement 
patterns and quality of life  

c. Evaluate the government and public response to immigrants as a result of 
industrialization, such as nativism, the Americanization Movement, and 
immigration restrictions 

 
I.  Engage the Students 
 
Provide students with the following background information: 
 
In the first half of the 20th Century, prior to the construction of the Bay Bridge, residents 
of Baltimore and Washington frequently vacationed in southern Anne Arundel County, at 
resorts on the Chesapeake Bay. Look at the following photograph, taken in the 1940’s, of 
the entrance to the Beverly Beach Club, in Mayo, MD (Anne Arundel Co.): 
 



 
 

(Beverly Beach sign, c. 1940-1950, gift of the Baltimore Jewish Council to the Jewish 
Museum of Maryland, 1995.201.1) 
 
(Be sure to display the photo large enough so that students can read the fine print at the 
bottom of the sign)   
 
As the students view the photograph, ask them these questions: 

1. What do you see in the photograph?  What is the overall purpose of this sign?  
How can you tell?  (Be sure to draw the students’ attention to the “Members and 
Guests Limited to Gentiles of Northern European Ancestry” requirement at the 
bottom of the fine print.) 

2. What is a “Gentile”?  If a beach club restricts use to “Gentiles of Northern 
European ancestry,” who would not be permitted to swim there?  (You may wish 
to have the students briefly consult a map of Europe to identify examples of 
countries whose immigrants would and would not have been permitted to swim at 
the Beverly Beach Club.)  

 
Be sure the discussion about the photo firmly establishes that the sign was primarily 
intended to keep Jews from attending the Beverly Beach Club, either as members or 
as guests 
 
Ask the students to brainstorm some ideas about how the Jewish community in 
Maryland might have responded to restrictive policies such as the Beverly Beach 
Club’s.  Then specifically ask students whether they think the Jewish immigrant 
community isolated itself from the general population of Maryland. 

 
Announce to the students that today, they will conduct an investigation centered on 
this focus question: 
 



To what extent did Jewish immigrants to Maryland isolate themselves from the 
cultural and economic practices of the general population? 

 
II.  Conduct the Investigation 
 
In order to address the focus question, the students will examine several documents 
independently.  As they analyze each document, they will record answers to the 
following questions on a Historical Investigation Resource Sheet: 

1. How do I know this information is reliable? 
2. When was this document written/produced?  Who wrote/created it?  What was its 

purpose? 
3. Explain the point of view of the person who created the source. 
4. How can this document/source help me answer the focus question? 

 
III.  Discussion 
 
After the documents have been analyzed, facilitate group discussions of the students’ 
initial responses to the focus question.   Be sure to remind the students to cite evidence to 
support their opinions.  During these discussions, it is likely that multiple interpretations 
will emerge and may or may not be accepted by all.  Finally, have each group record 
responses in the appropriate section of the graphic organizer. 
 
IV.  Report the Findings 
 
Once historians complete their research, they formulate a thesis that answers the focus 
question.  In the final step of this historical investigation, the students will do the same.  
Remind the students that their summaries should answer the focus question and be 
supported with details from the documents. 
 
Focus Question: 

To what extent did Jewish immigrants to Baltimore isolate themselves from the 
cultural and economic practices of the general population? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Historical Investigation Resource Sheet 
 
DIRECTIONS:  As you analyze the primary source documents in your packet, complete the organizer below. 
 
FOCUS QUESTION:  To what extent did Jewish immigrants to Maryland isolate themselves from the cultural and economic 
practices of the general population? 
 
Basic Information About the 
Source 
-What is it? 
-When was it written or 
produced? 
-Who created it? 
-What was its purpose? 

Explain the point of view of the 
person who created the source. 

Does this source provide 
reliable information?  How 
do I know? 

How can this source help 
me answer the focus 
question? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



Historical Investigation Resource Sheet (cont’d) 
 

Basic Information About the 
Source 
-What is it? 
-When was it written or 
produced? 
-Who created it? 
-What was its purpose? 

Explain the point of view of the 
person who created the source. 

Does this source provide 
reliable information?  How 
do I know? 

How can this source help 
me answer the focus 
question? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   



Historical Investigation Resource Sheet (cont’d) 
 
Basic Information About the 
Source 
-What is it? 
-When was it written or 
produced? 
-Who created it? 
-What was its purpose? 

Explain the point of view of the 
person who created the source. 

Does this source provide 
reliable information?  How 
do I know? 

How can this source help 
me answer the focus 
question? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



 
Ad for M.M. Bernstein & Co boys ties, c. 1926, gift of Caroline H. Bernstein and Helen 
K. Silverberg to the Jewish Museum of Maryland, 1991.24.5



 
 
Flier for A&L Cut Rate Grocery (Baltimore), c. 1920, from the Jewish Museum of 
Maryland, 1994.12.1. 



 

 
 

 
 
Front and back of Easter Bonnet Ad for Joel Gutman’s Department Store, 1890’s, from 
the Jewish Museum of Maryland, 1994.106.53a/b



 
 
City Furniture (of Cumberland) Ad, 1953, from the Jewish Museum of Maryland 



 
 
Hochschild & Kohn’s Holiday Catalog, 1911, from the Jewish Museum of Maryland, 
1994.106.24 



 
 
Exeter Savings and Loan receipt, from the Jewish Museum of Maryland, 1993.82.1 



 
 
Portrait of the Hutzler family, owners of Hutzler Bros. (Baltimore) department store, c. 
1891, gift of Caroline Hutzler Bernstein to the Jewish Museum of Maryland, 1991.26.5



 
 
Portrait of the Snesil family, owners of Lombard St. (Baltimore) business, Snesil Dairy, 
c. 1890-1920, from the Jewish Museum of Maryland, 1987.204.1



 
 
Interior of Kravetz & Zvares tailor shop, Biddle St., Baltimore, c. 1915, from the Jewish 
Museum of Maryland, 1991.24.2



 
 
Lombard Street, Baltimore, c. 1870-1890, Courtesy of the Ross J. Kelbaugh Collection, 
Jewish Museum of Maryland, 1988.226.4a 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


